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ESSAY PROMPT

Stories Rule! How Your Voice Can Stand Up for What's Right
Stories are powerful. They help people remember their history, protect their culture, and
stand up to unfairness.
e In this essay, you will explain how storytelling can make a difference. You may choose
one or more examples:
o Petra’s cuentos from The Last Cuentista
o The real-life story of Sylvia Méndez
o Duncan Tonatiuh’s books or mural that share Sylvia Méndez’s story
Use these examples to support your ideas—not to retell the stories.
Then, connect storytelling to your own life by sharing a story from your family, culture, or
community and explaining why it matters.
Your goal is to show how stories can help people remember, speak up, and create change.

GUIDELINES / RUBRIC 0;@

Your essay will be reviewed using simple guidelines. Reviewers will look for a
clear main idea about the power of storytelling, thoughtful explanations in your
own words, and strong connections between the book, real-life examples, and Wg%gﬂ” :
your own story. Your essay should also be well organized and clearly written, - ;
with careful attention to grammar and spelling.




