
What challenges have you faced outside of the
classroom, and how have you persevered through
them in order to succeed inside the classroom? 

Compare your story to Ruby’s. How are your
challenges and efforts similar to or different from
hers? 

eSSAY Contest eSSAY Contest 

Reflect on this quotE

$200 Prize money

$50 prize money
$75 prize money

1st Place
2nd Place
3rd Place

All winners and their families are 
invited to visit UCR and have lunch with 
the UCR School of Education dean.

F I N A L  E S S A Y S  A R E  D U E  O N
F R I D A Y ,  A P R I L  4 ,  2 0 2 5

OPEN to all Middle school students in the inland empire  

Due 4/4/25;  250 - 350 words; 12 pt. type

FIND COMPLETE RULES AND DETAILS ON 
HTTPS://EDUCATION.UCR.EDU/MIDDLE-SCHOOL-ESSAY-CONTEST

“Don't follow the path. Go where there is no path and
begin the trail. When you start a new trail equipped with
courage, strength and conviction, the only thing that can
stop you is you!” 

 - Ruby Bridges

essay prompt


