UCR M.Ed in Applied Behavior Analysis Program

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)

Do I need a bachelor’s degree in psychology or prior coursework in applied behavior
analysis (ABA) to apply to the program?

No. It may be helpful, especially if you have had undergraduate coursework in behavior analysis,
but it is not required.

What do graduates with a master’s in ABA degree end up doing?

Graduates with expertise in ABA are in high demand. Various industries including healthcare,
education, and social services continue to seek qualified individuals with training in ABA.

Does this program offer a Verified Course Sequence which is approved by the Behavior
Analyst Certification Board (BACB)?

Yes! Successful completion of the program meets the coursework requirements for certification
as a behavior analyst.

Can | enroll in specific courses without applying to the master’s program?

No. We do not offer individual courses in Applied Behavior Analysis to those who are not
degree candidates in the UCR Graduate School of Education.

When and where are classes taught?

Classes are taught on weekdays, typically in the afternoon. Each class meets once a week and last
2-3 hours. Currently, all classes are taught on the UCR campus; no online/distance courses are
available.

Can | transfer credits from another institution?

No. The Applied Behavior Analysis courses are designed to be taken in sequence and cover
specific content.

If admitted to the program, will | be able to get any experience applying the skills I learn
from the coursework?

Yes. The program requires students to engage in fieldwork to gain experience applying the relevant
concepts and skills taught in class. Students will be assigned to fieldwork sites with a qualified
supervisor and complete at least 15 hours of fieldwork each week.

Are there opportunities to conduct research while in the program?
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Currently, there are no pre-established opportunities for research for students in the M.Ed in
Applied Behavior Analysis program as its primary function is to prepare students to practice
behavior analysis. However, if you should have a strong interest in a research project outside of
program’s degree requirements, it is advised that you consult with your faculty advisor.

I'm not sure if this is the right program for me. Where can | get more information about
ABA/careers/training?

A good place to start is the BACB website (https://www.bacb.com/). If you are wondering if this
is really the right fit for you, we strongly encourage you to explore the BACB website, research
other web-based resources, and even consult with an academic advisor or faculty member at your
home university.
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